
IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME

Inspiration often comes in unexpected ways. My approach to this piece was influenced by a rather unusu-
al source – a photograph of John F. Kennedy.  It was taken at a moment when the world was on the brink 
of war – the height of the Cuban missile crisis.  Although President Kennedy was surrounded in his oval 
office by cabinet members and military advisors, he alone bore the weight of making those final critical 
decisions.  The photographer cropped everyone out of the picture except the President.  He focused on 
capturing the President’s expression, which tells the story of this pivotal time in history.

Nearly two millennia earlier, the Savior sat in an upper room.  The world was on the brink of another 
kind of war, a great struggle between good and evil, a very real battle for the souls of all men and women.  
Though surrounded by His beloved apostles, the weight of the world’s sorrows – past, present and future 
– rested on Him alone.  No one else could comprehend what lay ahead in the dark shadows of Gethse-
mane or upon the rugged cross at Calvary.

This Last Supper marks the beginning of the end.   Judas has silently departed and is on his way to com-
plete his treacherous bargain.  The time has come for Christ to “suffer all things.” Though understandably 
apprehensive, and wishing, even praying, that this cup might pass from Him, He nevertheless submitted 
His will to that of His Father.  He went on to drink the bitter cup and drain the very dregs – because He 
loves us!  In return He asks only that we remember Him, and in doing so, we are inspired to be more like 
Him.
										          Greg Olsen - 1999
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Greg was born in Idaho Falls, Idaho and grew up in the nearby farming community of Iona.  He 
is the oldest of five children.  Greg was blessed with very supportive parents who always encour-
aged him and provided opportunities for him to pursue his passion of art.  Greg remembers a 
time as a teenager when he had been hired to paint a large sign for a local grocery store.  It was 
wintertime and too cold to paint in the garage so his parents let him set up a workshop in his 
bedroom.  He promptly spilled two quarts of black and orange enamel paint all over his bedroom 
carpet.  Amazingly, his parents still encouraged him in his artistic endeavors.

After high school Greg attended Utah State University where he studied art.  While attending 
school he met his wife, Sydnie Cazier.  They have six children and are enjoying their new role 
as grandparents.  Greg likes being close to his family.  He paints in his studio, 37 steps from 
the back door of their home.  Greg says, “From an early age I have always been fascinated by 
paintings that create mood, emotion and atmosphere; especially those paintings that lift me and 
transport me to some far off place.  These are the elements I strive to create in my paintings.  My 
paintings in many ways record what is most important to me: my feelings and experiences with 
family and friends along with the spiritual aspects of my life.  My hope is that in these images 
you will find something familiar, something which will resonate and remind you of what is im-
portant in your own life.”  
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