
THE REASON FOR THE SEASON

Enter a wonderland where twinkling lights shine on an array of symbols of the season.  From 
attic hideaways come holiday treasures to cast their spell over the young at heart.  The boxes 
and bows, tinsel and trim wrap you in a warm, cozy spirit.  The ribbons and reindeer, the sol-
diers and trains turn your mind back to the storefront windows, and you can almost imagine 
your nose pressed against the cold, frosty glass.  Reminders of Santa and sleigh rides, falling 
snow and shining stars bring back the excitement of a sleepless December night.  Nuzzle a fuzzy 
teddy bear and hear the sound of a jingling bell or a glistening golden horn.  Put yourself into the 
miniature world of a Dickens village and stroll the winter streets with the shoppers and carolers 
about.  Toy-like angel dolls and little snare drums are found beneath the fragrant evergreen.  The 
wafting scent of pine boughs carries you to a magical place called Christmas.  All these things 
form the accessories of the season, the decorations that lift and cheer us, but they only reflect the 
light of that which shines most brightly, a humble couple and a tiny babe, lying in a manger — 
the true meaning of Christmas — the reason for the season!
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Greg Olsen

Greg was born in Idaho Falls, Idaho and grew up in the nearby farming community of Iona.  He 
is the oldest of five children.  Greg was blessed with very supportive parents who always encour-
aged him and provided opportunities for him to pursue his passion of art.  Greg remembers a 
time as a teenager when he had been hired to paint a large sign for a local grocery store.  It was 
wintertime and too cold to paint in the garage so his parents let him set up a workshop in his 
bedroom.  He promptly spilled two quarts of black and orange enamel paint all over his bedroom 
carpet.  Amazingly, his parents still encouraged him in his artistic endeavors.

After high school Greg attended Utah State University where he studied art.  While attending 
school he met his wife, Sydnie Cazier.  They have six children and are enjoying their new role 
as grandparents.  Greg likes being close to his family.  He paints in his studio, 37 steps from 
the back door of their home.  Greg says, “From an early age I have always been fascinated by 
paintings that create mood, emotion and atmosphere; especially those paintings that lift me and 
transport me to some far off place.  These are the elements I strive to create in my paintings.  My 
paintings in many ways record what is most important to me: my feelings and experiences with 
family and friends along with the spiritual aspects of my life.  My hope is that in these images 
you will find something familiar, something which will resonate and remind you of what is im-
portant in your own life.”  
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